Smart, spunky ‘shift-disturber’ with versatile two-way skills spent half the season developing in Springfield (39-11-8-19) where he recorded a respectable 57% GF% (48.56 ESGF%) while earning a point on 61.29% of the goals scored with the fiery Austrian-born prospect .. recalled multiple times due to the plethora of health issues plaguing Columbus .. reads and anticipates the game impressively .. solid skater with deceiving agility and quickness  .. matured quickly, earning a 20 game recall in the second half, where he fired 9.8% sh% in a productive final quarter (19-5-10-15) .. generated an individual Corsi event a team high 3:37 – comparing among notable peers like Kyle Okposo, Zach Parise, Corey Perry and Jason Spezza .. hands are quick and nifty .. adept at takeaways – and has a knack for getting into spots to intercept passes .. shorter but strong and solidly built .. excelled as a playmaker in the final quarter, fuelled by an exponential rise in A1/60 production .. sky-rocketed his Pts/60 from a low of 1.14 to tip over 2.7 (note 35 games is a small sample size) at 5v5, encouraging numbers .. point production matched the midseason juxtaposition of SA/60 dropping to about 25 with SA/60 when he’s off the ice at about 30, a distinct sign of defensive prowess .. in addition to that, with more skilled teammates, his Corsi Rel exponentially rose until season’s end .. elusive 1-on-1, pivots and moves well laterally thanks to a wide, elastic stride .. can get stronger and more balanced in certain phases .. plays a gutsy ‘inside’ game, powered by a steady intensity .. physical, chippy, will set the tempo with a big open-ice hit .. must caution against recklessness and aggression fouls and undisciplined penalties .. comfortable in traffic – knows how to prepare his body to absorb contact .. takes hits to make plays .. torpedo hitter – and checker at times – taking all-or-nothing postures defending 1-on-1 .. good puckhandler and passer, though best weapon may be a powerful and tricky wristshot .. can surprise with quick shifts and cuts to open up shooting lanes .. gets surprising power and trajectory releasing shots at full stretch – accentuated by a generous reach, wingspan .. ahead of the curve at each level making his Slovak Extraliga debut in `10-11 as a 16-year-old .. .. projects as an effective checker and all-purpose utility player with some pop.

*******************************************

even earned a spot on the senior national team, reaching the quarter-finals of the World Championships (5-1-1-2) 
